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not to be supposed that such members of this assembly as
are not engaged in publick affairs, should receive very exact
intelligence of the dispositions of foreign powers, and,
therefore, I do not wonder that the conduct of the Dutch
has been misrepresented, and that they are suspected of
neglecting their engagements at a time when they arg en-
deavouring to perform them.

The Dutch have now under consideration the most pro-
per methods of assisting the queen of Hungary, and main-
taining the Pragmatick sanction; it may be, indeed, justly
suspected, from the nature of their constitution, that their
motions will be slow, but it cannot be asserted, that they
break their engagements, or desert their confederates.

Nor is there any reason for imagining that the. other
princes, who have incurred the same obligations, will not
endeavour to perform their promises; it may be easily con-
ceived that some of them are not able at a sudden sum-
mons to afford great assistance, and that others may wait
the result of our deliberations, and regulate their conduct
by our example.

Not that we ought to neglect our engagements, or en-
danger our country, because other powers are either perfi-
dious, or insensible ; for I am not afraid to declare, that if
that should happen, which there is no reason to suspect, if
all the other powers should desert the defence of the Aus-
trian line, should consent to annul the Pragmatick sanction,
and leave the queen of Hungary to the mercy of her ene-
mies, I would advise that Britain alone should pour her
armies into the continent, that she should defend her ally
against the most formidable confederacy, and show man-
kind an example of constancy not to be shaken, and of
faith not to be violated.

If it be, therefore, our duty to support the Pragmatick
sanction, it is now the time for declaring our resolutions,
when the imperial crown is claimed by a multitude of com-
petitors, among whom the elector of Bavaria, a very pow-
erful prince, has, by his minister, notified his pretensions to
the court of Britain.

The ancient alliance between this prince and the French
is well known, nor can we doubt that he will now im